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To provide for the Relief of Persons aggrieved 
hy unlawful or excessive Distresses, or by the 
refusal of Acquittances for Rent, in Ireland. 
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3R 3 & the authority of the Sheriffs Courts, Manor 
Courts, and other inferior Courts in Ireland, to replevy any 
cattle or goods or chattels distrained for llent, or Arrears of Rent, has 
become obsolete, and the only effectual Remedy remaining in case of 
a distress being taken wrongfully, or for more than the sum actually 
due, is by means of a replevin triable in the superior Courts of Record 
in Ireland, the ex [icnse whereof is far beyond the means of persons 
usually occupj’ing small tenements or farms, and such persons may 
therefore frequently be subject to injustice and oppression; 313® it 
tfitrefore ©nneteb by the KING’S most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, THAT from and after 

in all cases where any Distress shall be made in Ireland for any Rent, 
or Arrears of Rent, the annual amount whereof, or of the arrears whereof, 
due at the time of such distress shall not exceed the sum of 

it shall and may be lawful for any one or more Justice or 
Justices of peace in Ireland, within his or their respective juris- 
dictions or districts, or for any or more Justices assembled 

at any petty sessions or reputed sessions within such districts, to take 
cogni 2 ance of and to examine into any complaint which shall be made 
that such Distress has been taken wrongfully, or for a larger sum 
than was actually due at the time of such distress; and if upon such 
examination such Justice or Justices shall be of opinion that such com- 
plaint is well founded, it shall be lawful for such Justice or Justices to 
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( 2 ) 

is&ue iiis ov their suiurpoirs requiring the party complaiiMsd against to 
attend and appear at the next or any subsequent petty sessions to be held 
ill and for such district, at such time and in sncii place within such 
district as shall for tiiat purpose be named in such suintnons, there 
to show cause before the Justices of pence there assembled, why 5 
replevin and deliverance of such distress should not he made to such 
complainant by virtue of this Act, and according to the regulations 
hereinafter contained. 

And be it furtlier Enacted, That it shall he lawful for the Justices 
of the peace ( at die least being present) at any such petty m 

sessions at which the party complained against shall bo so summoned 
to attend and appear, and ancli Justices are hereby authorized and 
required (whetlier the party complained against shall or shall not attend 
and appear) to hear sucll complaint, and to examine into the truth of 
the same, upop the oath of the complainant, or any other person or i j 
persons, and if it shall he made appear to such Justices that sucli 
distress was wrongfully taken, or was taken for a larger sum than was 
actually due, it shall and may be lawful for such Justices, and they are 
hereby required to order that Replevin and Deliverance shall he made 
of the cattle, goods or chattels so distrained, to the person or person s 20 
so co.npiniiiing, by the pound keeper or otlier person in whose cus- 
tody the cattle, goods or chattels so distrained shall be; and sucli 
order of replevin and deliverance shall ho returnable to the Justices at 
the next general quarter sessions tg be holden for the county, division, 
city, town or place within which such distress shall have been taken 25 
or mode, to be then and there tried and disposed of in manner herein- 
after directed ; and such order of replevin and deliverance shall be in 
the form or to the eifect hereafter specified and set forth. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, Tliat it shall and may he lawful 
for such Justices at such petty sessions to direct the payment of any 30 
less sum than the sum for which sudi distress shall be made, and if 
payment of such less sum shall not be made accordingly, or shall not 
be received by the party on whose behalf such distress shall be made. 

It shall and may he lawful for such Justices at such petty sessions 
either to grant or to refuse to grant such order of replevin or deliverance, 35 
if they shall think fit so to do. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall not be l.awfnl for 
the Justices at any such petty sessions to make any such order for 
replevin and deliverance of any such distress, unless nor until the party 
coinplainiog sliall at such petty sessions have entered into recognizance 40 
in double the amount of the rent or arrears of rent so claimed to be 
'1“®; ''■* S sufficient sureties, conditioned to abide the 

decision upon such case at the next ensuing quarter sessions, and such 

recogiiizaDce 
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recognizance shall be in tlie form or to tlic effect hereinafter specified 
and set forth. 



And be it further Enacted, That every Recognizance to be taken 
before such Justices of the peace, before making any order for the 
^ rej)levin and deliverance of any cattle, goods or chattels distrained, and 
every Order for the Replevin and Deliverance of such cattle, goods or 
chattels which shall be made by such Justices at petty sessions, shall 
be in the form or to the effect following ; (that is to say) 



10 



20 



25 



30 



KNOW all men by these Presents, That wc, A. B. principal, 
“ and C. D. of and 

“ E. F. of sureties, Do hereby 

“ acknowledge ourselves to be held and firmly bound to [G. H. 
“ the person or persons 7naki)ig the distress] his [or her,] heirs 
“ executors or administrators, in the sum of 
“ for the true payment of Which we do hereby bind ourselves 
“ and each of us, and our and each of our heirs executors and 
“ administrators : Sealed with our seals, and dated this 
day of 

“ The Condition of the above Recognizance is, That if the said 
“ A B. shall appear at the next general quarter sessions to be 
“ held at [name the place] and shall then and there abide any 
“ suit to be brought against him by or on behalf of [J. K. the 
“ person by whom or on whose behalf the Rent is claimed,] for 
" the sum of [specify the sum] claimed as Renter Arrears of 
“ Rent due to the said I.K.\ and if the said A.B. shall 
“ well and truly satisfy and pay such Sum of Money and 
“ Costs as shall at such quarter sessions be decreed or awarded 
“ as due by the said A. B. to the said 7. K. then this Recog- 
“ nizance shall be null and void, otherwise to remain in full 
“ force and effect in law. 

“ Taken before us, A. B. 

“ X.Af.l Justices C, D. 

“ N. 0 . 1 of Peace. E. F. 



(seal) principal. 

1 sureties.” 
(seal) J 



“ FORM of Order for Replevin and Deliverance. 

“ WE the undersigned L.Af. of 

“ and N. O. of Justices of peace, at 

“ a petty sessions, [or, reputed petty sessions] held this day 
“ at having duly and carefully examined 

“ into the complaint of A.B. [the person xvhose goods have been 
“ distrained for rent] and being of opinion that such distress 
“ has been wrongfully made, and that the sum claimed as Rent 
“ orArrears of Rent, from the said A.B, is notjustly duej and 
“ the said A.B. ^having entered into Recognizance with two 
I 4 g, sufficient 
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“ sufficient sureties in double the amount so claimed, con- 
“ ditioned to abide the trial or suit to be instituted in such 
“ case, at the next general quarter sessions, to be held at 
“ and fully to satisfy and pay whatever 

“ sum and costs shall be awarded and decreed to [/. K. the 5 
“ perso 7 % by whom or whose behalf the rent is claimed ] ; We do 
“ hereby order and decree, That Replevin and Deliverance shall 
“ be made by you, the undernamed pound keeper, or keeper of 
“ the cattle [or, goods or chattels] so distrained, to the .said 
“ E.F. of the said cattle [or, goods and chattels] so distrained; 10 
“ that is to say, [Jiere specify the cattle or goods or chattels so 
“ distrained]', and for your so doing, this shall be your sufficient 
“ authority. Given under our hands and seals this 
“ day of 

“ ToP.(J. pound keeper, or ^ 15 

“ other keeper of the cattle, or AT. 0*1 

“ goods or chattels distrained. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the pound keeper 
or other keeper of any cattle, goods or chattels so distrained, in whose 
custody such cattle, goods or chattels shall be, such pound keeper or 20 
otlier person being served with a copy of such order for replevin and 
deliverance as aforesaid, certified by the signature of one of the Justices 
under whose authority such order shall be made, or by the clerk of the 
petty sessions^ and every such pound keeper or other person as aforesaid 
is hereby authorized empowered and required to deliver up the cattle, 25 
goods or chattels specified in such order to the person or persons from 
whom they shall have been distrained as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That any. and every pound keeper or other 
person as aforesaid so served with such copy of such order, certified as 
aforesaid, who shall neglect or refuse to deliver up such cattle, goods or 30 
chattels to the person or persons from whom they shall have been dis- 
trained as aforesaid, (first having been ) shall 

forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding the sum of for every 

hours during which such pound keeper or other keeper 
shall detain such cattle, goods or chattels in his custody after he shall 35 
have received such copy of such order of replevin as aforesaid ; and it 
shall be lawful for the Magistrates at petty sessions, by whom such order 
was made, to issue their warrant to levy such penalty, and to pay the 
same to the person aggrieved by the detention of such cattle, goods or 
chattels as aforesaid. 40 

And be it further Enacted, That the Justices of peace making any 
such order as aforesaid, shall lodge and deliver, or cause or direct to be 
lodged and delivered, any. and every original recognizance, and any and 

every 
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every original order lor replevin and deliverance, which slmll be lakcn 
before and shall be made by such Justices in the execution of this i^ct, to 
the clerk of the peace or acting clerk of the peace for the county, dis- 
trict, city, town or place, where such quarter sessions shall be lioldeii, 
5 days at least previous to the first day ofsucli quarter 

sessions, or the adjournment tliercof, next after the making of any and 
every such order respectively, so that there slmll be one clear day between 
the delivery of every such recognizance and order to the clerk of the 
peace, and the first day of such quarter sessions or adjournment; and 
10 such clerk of the peace shall keep and dispose of all such recognizances 
and orders under the direction and regulation of the Assistant Uarrister 
there presiding for the furtherance of justice. 

And be it further Enacted, Tliat the validity and efiect of all such 
orders of replevin and deliverance of distress as shall be made [>ui’suant 
to the directions of this Act, slmll be tried and <letcrniincd bv and before 
ihc Assistant Barrister, or acting Assistant Barrister, or Oliairnmn 
presiding at such quarter sessions, and he is hereby authorized and 
required to take cognizance of, and to try and determine the same, 
in like manner, and upon the like principles, as cases of replevin for 
rent or arrears of rent may by law l>e tried and (ictermined by or 
before any Judge of any of IJis Majesty’s superior courts m Ireland; 
and on such trial, the party on whose behalf any such order of replevin 
shall liavc been made, shall be taken and considered as a plainirtf in 
replevin; and the party on whose behalf sucli distress was made, slmll 
25 be taken and considered as a defendant or avowant in replevin ; and 
such Assistant Barrister or Cliairman shall liavc such jurisdiction, and 
such power of summoning witnesses, and of compelling their attendance, 
as arc or may by law be given to or vested in such Assistant Barrister 
or Chairman in and for the trial of actions by civil bill, or of ejectments 
30 under any Act or Acts in force in Ireland; any law usage or custom to 
the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

And be it further Enacted, Tliatit shall be lawful for such Assistant 
Barrister or Cliairman, and lie is hereby authorized, empowered and 
required, upon any trial or determination in respect of any such order 
35 for replevin and deliverance, to make, sign and give a judgment ami 
decree against the goods and [icrsons of the principal and sureties, or 
any of them, in any such recognizance, for any such rent or sum as 
such Assistant Barrister or Cliairman shall adjudge to be due to the 
person or persons on whose behalf such distress shall have been made, 
40 at the time when such distress was made, with reasonable costs of suit, 
to be paid to such person or persons ; and if it slmll appear to such 
Assistant Barrister or Chairman, upon such trial and examination as 
aforesaid, that no rent or arrears of rent were due at the time of such 
distress, or that the distress was wrongfully taken, it shall and may be 

149 - B lawful 
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lawful for such Assistant Barrister or Chairman, and he is hereby auiho- 
rijjed and required to sign a decree of dismiss against the party on 
whose behalf such distress was made, being defendant or avow’ant as 
aforesaid, with reasonable costs of suit to be levied on his person or 
goods, and to be paid to the person who obtained such order of replevin 5 
and deliverance, in manner liereinbefore directed by this Act. 



And be it further Enacted, That in case cither of the persons so 
agauisi decree being plaintifl’ or defendant or avowant in replevin as aforesaid, shall 

of Assistant ... 

Barrister to think huiiself or thcmselves aggrieved by the judgment and decision of 
Awfze?^ any Assistant Barrister or Chairman of the sessions, it shall and may be lu 
lawful for any such party to appeal to the next going Judge of assize for 
the county, city or town, within or for wbicli such quarter sessions shall 
be held, in like manner as appeals may by law be made in civil bill 
cases; and it shall be lawful for such Judge of assize, and he is hereby 
authorized, empowered and required to try and determine the matter 1 5 
of such appeal, and the decision of such Judge shall be final and 
conclusive in the particular case upon all parties. 



Oil such 
Appeal the 
Appellant 
shall give 
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Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall not be lawful 
to appeal from any such decision and decree of any such Assistant Bar- 
rister or Chairman as aforesaid, unless the party intending to appeal 20 
shall give security forthwith, or within hours next 

after such decision or decree shall be given, to the satisfaction of the 
Assistant Barrister or Chairman whose decision or decree shall be 
sought to be contravened, duly to prosecute such appeal, and to bring 
the matter at issue to a final hearing before the iioxt going Judge of 2'J 
assize, as aforesaid. 



No proceed- Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it sliail not be lawful for 

mgs under 

this Acr, any person to proceed under the authority of this Act in any case 
land h in ' ^ where the Title to the lands or premises on which tlic distress in question 
question. made, is to be questioned or decided by the result of any sucli ■-'-n 

proceeding on any trial thereon ; any thing hereinbefore contained to 
the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 



Iversons pay- And be it further Enacted, That whenever any person in Irdand 

dsm.ind a ^ shall pay, or offer or tender to pay any sum of money as and lor rent 
Keceipt; arrears of rent, it shall be lawful for the person making or offerin'^ 35 

or tendering such payment, at the time of making such payment or 
offer or tender, to demand a receipt for such sum of money from the 
person to whom the same shall be paid, offered or tendered ; and in 

pi-ovulinga casc where a stamp for such receipt is necessary, it shall be lawful for 

Stamp where • i .v . 

necessary } the person making such payment, offer or tender, to produce a piece 

of paper impressed with the proper stamp for such receipt, and to 
require the person to whom such payment or offer or tender shall be 

made, 
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made, forthwith to give and sign such receipt, and to deliver the same 
so signed to the party making sucli payment, offer or tender imme- 
diately at and upon the receipt of the sum mentioned in such receipt; 
and such receipt shall state and specify the uinoimt received, and for particulars of 
2 what |)urposc, and on what account, and for whose use the same shall 
be received, and shall also state and specify what arrears of rent (if 
any) may remain due after the jmymcnt of such money, and the day 
up to which such arrears are or may have become due. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any ]k.tsoii in Ireland sliall neglect Penalty on 
10 or refuse to give a receipt for rout, and arrears of rent, in manner g^Ie’Eipr, 
and to the purport aforesaid, to the person or persons entitled to and 
claiming and demanding such receipt, and producing a proper stamp 
for the same, in cases where a stamp for such receipt shall be required civil iiili. 
by law, or shall knowingly t)r wilfully give any false irregular or injpro- 
1.5 per rcccijit to any [person for the payment of any rent, or arrears of 
rent, each and every ])ersou so olVcmling shall fur each and every olVence 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding 

of the sum paid, or tlic sum for wliich 

such false irregular or im|)roper receipt shall appear upon examination 
20 to have been given or passed, to he recovered by the person who shall 
l)c aggrieved by such refusal, or by such false irregular or improper 
receipt, and who shall and may sue for the same by action, or by civil 
bill at the assizes .or quarter sessions (as the amount may require) to 
be held within the county, county of n city, or county of a town, wlierc 
25 the plaintilVin such action or civil bill siiall reside ; and it sliall bo lawful 
for the Judge at such assizes, or for the Assistant barrister or Chairman 
at the quarter sessions, a.s the same may be, and tlicy arc hereby re- 
spectively authorized empowered and required to hear and determine 
the matter of such action or civil bill, and to order and adjudge the 
payment of any such forfeiture or [lennlty incurred, with reasonable 
costs to the party suing for such penalty, as in other cases of proceedings 
by action or civil bill respectively. 
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